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PROPOSALS, G. 


T muſt be allowed, that all human knowledge 

ought to be ſubſervient to the good of ſociety ; 
and in proportion as this is advanced by any ſcience, 
ſo ought that ſcience to be held in eſteem, | 


Providence in his unerring wiſdom, having al- 
lotted to mankind different capacities, and implant= 
ed in them propenſities to particular purſuits; ſo 
that what is matter of the greateſt ſatisfaction to one, 
ſhall be perfectly inſipid to another, it is no wonder 
that they ſhould differ ſo widely in the apprehended , 
utility of their reſpective employments ; each, from 
a principle of ſelf love, being willing to think his 
own of the greateſt importance: and ſo ſtrongly is 
this idea impreſſed on the minds of ſome, as to be- 
tray them into a narrowneſs of thinking, inconſiſt- 
ent with that liberality of ſentiment, which would- 
excite a wiſh for the univerſal increaſe of ſcience; 
when connected, even in the remoteſt degree, with 


the intereſts of mankind. = 
A 2 Without 


* 
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Without derogating then in the leaf from the 
utility of other ſciences, but leaving every one to 


purſue his own favourite ſtudy and employgent, 1. 


' ſhall, in a few words, endeavour to point out the 
utility of Botany, a ſcience which this deſign i is 
particularly intended to promote, 


Various are the advantages which prompt us to 
the purſuit of|this ſpecies of knowledge. Among all 
the ſtudies which engage mankind, there are none 
more pleaſing, more extenſive, or in which the utile 
| dukiis fo intimately blended. 


It is a ſcience which has been cuhivated by the 
wiſeſt of mankind, and particularly by the moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed profeſſors of the medical art. Here, as 


philoſophers, we may admire and contemplate the 
beautiful works of an almighty being. What an 


infinite diſplay of wiſdom, is obſervable in the 
different modes of the growth and propagation of 
plants | What care is taken in perpetuating the 
fuccefſionof each ſpecies | How admirably are they 
adapted to grow in every different ſoil and ſituation, 


10 u to leave no part of the globe, not even "I 
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and Nene uncolited ! Wit whit 
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and in what conſtant ſucceſſion, do they over and” 


. 5 


producMheir ſeeds | In ſhort, a mind chat is of an * 
inquiſitive or contemplative turn, will find in plants, 


an endleſs ſource of innocent amu ſement. Another 
world, as it were, opens to his view. He beholds 


the face of nature through a new medium of viſion, 


and has the ſuperior pleaſure of being able to read in 


mere blank. 


| : 5 
The importance of this ſcience, as a branch of 


medical knowledge, is happily expreſſed by the late 
ingemaus-Dr. GxECORY, the ornament of his . 
profeflion, and I may add of human nature; in his 
advice to the young Phyſician, he thus delivers his © 


ſentiments on this head : ** The ſcience of botany ts 
ſub 
litates the knowledge of plants, by reducing them into 
the moſt commodiens and perfet ſ\/tem ; and alt hong 


it is not neceſſary to be particularly acquainted with the = 


name and Hiſtory of every plant, yet every one enge ts 
be fo well Num in the principles of detany, ut to be 
able to find itt place in the ſyſtem, and to Herde it 

Kues 


1 


that book, which to the generality of mankind is a 5 


to the pructice of phyſic, as far as it faci- | 


— — — 
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ae AND WE OUGHT TO BE PARTICU=. 
LARLY ACQUAINTED WITH EVERY MATERIAL. 


CIRCUMSTANCE RELATIVE TO THOSE PLANTS 
WHICH ARE USED IN DIET OR MEDICINE. 


It is however much to be regretted, that this ſci- 


ence is held in ſo little eſteem by gentlemen of the 


faculty in this country. On the {kill of ignorant 
and illiterate perſons, are they often obliged to de - 


pend for many of their efficacious officinal plants, 


and ſhould a ſpurious fort be offered them either 
through ignorance or deſign, from a want of appli» 
cation to this ſcience, they are incapable of judging 
aright, and conſequently expoſe both themſelves and 
their patients to ſuffer by the negligence and impo- 
ſition of others, 


Although new diſcovered chemical remedies, and 
foreign drugs, may have juſtly ſuperſeded many of 


our Engliſh plants, yet a great number are till re- 


tained in our Pharmacopcea, and many poſſeſs very 
poiſonous qualities : to be acquainted with theſe at 


leaſt, is the duty of every one, that takes on himſelf 
the important charafter of guardian of the healths 


6f manbſud. But 
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„ 
But it is not to phyſic alone that botan | 
vient; perhaps it may be applied with as. much ad- 
vantage to agriculture as to any other ſeienoe. In 
this enlightened age, when arts and ſciences are car- 
ried to a pitch unthought of in former times, it was 
not likely that this branch ſhould be neglected; and 
accordingly, we find many of our nobility, gentle- 
men of landed property, and public ſocieties, fully 
aware of its importance, and endeavouring by 
premiums and a variety of other means, to improve 
it, Much however ſtill remains to be done ; nor is 
it probable that their endeavours will be crowned 
with ſucceſs, till botany is more cultivated, and 


plants, particularly the graſſes, better underſtood, 
a 


How incapable our modern writers on agriculture, 
are of communicating their diſcoveries for want of 
botanic information, and how much the progreſs of 
this moſt uſeful ſcience is thereby retarded, muſt be 
obvious to all thoſe who have peruſed their writings 
with any degree of attention, 


I em tnclined to ſuppoſe, that this inattention of 
the faculty and others to botany, proceeds in a great 
meaſure - 


„ EY. IM 
* a want of opportunity to acquire it, 
and that if the means were afforded, there would no 
longer be cauſe of complaint or oenſure. | 


— 


| To afford the means of obtaining this knowledge, 
is the object of the preſent inſtitution ; an inſtitu · 
tion which has been attended with conſiderable ex- 
pence, and coſt the author much time and atten» 
tion. Should he have the pleafing ſutisfuction of 
ſeeing it become productive of national utility, that 
time he ſhall think uſefully employed, and that i- 
tention moſt happily beſtowed. 


7 


As the practical part of botany, as well as of every 
other ſcience, is the moſt uſeful, Þ it is preſumed, 
the mode of communicatinng this knowledge will be 
ſuch as to meet with general approbation. And ' as 

every ſcience ſhould he rendered as eafy as poſfible, 
more eſpecially botany, in which the objects are ſo 
-numerous, if it were on no other account than that 
of ſaving time, which ſome individuals can but ill 
ſpare from their own proper avocations, ſo to each 
plant in the garden, is affixed its generic and trivial 
name, according to LIN Aus 


: and that none may 
loſe 


, 
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loſe the advantage of acquiring a dds, plant 
from a nonacquaintance with the Latin, the Eng- 
liſh names alſo are added, with a view that botany, 


in this familiar dreſs, might be inſtruRive to thibſe 


whom the bare mention of a long gre TN. 
latin name * tend to diſcourage. = 


— 


And the author flattert himſelf, that many per- 
ſons who are naturally fond of plants and flowers, 
will readily encourage an undertaking of this kind, 
by which, at the ſame time that they indulge "their 
particular taſte, they may inſetifibly acquire know- 
edge. 


It has been öbjected by a few, that a knowledge + 
of plants thus eaſily acquired, is as eaſily forgotten; 
but this muſt certainly be more the fault of the ſtu- 
dent than of the method, as he may ſpend as much 
time as he pleaſes in inveſtigating them, and be · 
coming perfectly acquainted with their characters. 


It now remains for the author to expreſs his gra- | 
titude to his friends, who have patronized, encou- 
raged, and aflifted him in his undertaking. 


To 


[ 10 } 
| Tothggenerofity and public ſpirit ofthe honours- 


| ble Daines Barrington, and Thomas White, Eſq, his ' 


worthy patrons in this undertaking, the Garden in 
a great degree owes its exiſtence. 


From His Majeſty's matchleſs collection of plants 
in the royal garden at Kew, he has had the honour 
of receiving many ſcarce and valuable plants, both 
britiſh and foreign. 


As alſo from the gardens of the Earl of Bute, at 
Luton; the Ducheſs Dowager of Portland, at Bul- 
ſtrode Park; Dr. Fothergill, at Upton ; Dr. Pitcairn, 


at Iſlington; and the Apotbecaries Company, at 


Chelſea, whoſe reſpective gardens are monuments 
of national honour. | 


From the Rev. Mr. Lightfoot, of Uxbridge, he 


has received the Briza minor, Lathyrus hirſutus, | 


Pea loliacea, &C. 


To T. G. Cullum, Eſq. of Bury St. Edmonds, 1 


and his brother Sir John Cullum, he is indebted for 


the Geniſta pilaſa, Veronica triphyllos, verna, &c. 
. The 


k 
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he 
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The Rev. Dr. Goodenough, of Ealing, ſent him 
Fl conſiderable colleQtion of maritime plants. a 


To Thomas Collin ſon, Eſq. he is W for many 
curious exotics, 


To Meſſrs. Gordon, Lee, Kennedy, and Malcolm, 
he is alſo under fimilar obligations. 


The following perſons have likewiſe contributed 
as under, 


Mr. Sole, Apothecary, of Bath, the Cyperus lon- 
gus, Lithoſpermum pur pureo-ceruleum, Thaliftrum 


minus, &c. 


Mr. William Fethergill, Wenſleydale, Vork- 


ſhire, Rubus Chamemorus, ſaxatilis, Primula Heri 
noſa, &c. 


Mr. Jeſeph Coctfield, Upton, Veronica hybrida. 


Mr. Dickſon, Covent-Garden, Secale villoſum, Sc. 


| | Dr. 


[ 121 
Dr. Hubert, Doctors Commons ; aum 
pol! wy Dentaria bulbifera. 


r. John "Wagſtaff, Norwich, Ferbafoon put 
. — N. F. 


Mr. Foſe pb Spar/hall, Yarmou t, ariph * 
dunculata. 


Mr. W#heeler, Scilla autumnalis, Bupleurum te- 
ui ſimum. 


Mr. Sibley, Serapias longifolia, Satyrium viride, 


Mr. Ridout, Cuucali: Dancoides, Erynginm mas 
ritimum. 


Mr. Upham, Aſplenium Ceterach, We. 
Mrs. Aun Curtis, Alton, Carduus eriophorus. 


Mr. Jaceb Rayer, various plants growing about 
London, 


To theſe his kind contributors, the author re- 

turns his grateful thanks, and hopes there are many 
perſons in different parts of Great Britain, who | 

will not need the ſtimulus of example, to add to the 
number of plants already collected. 


THE 


THE Botanic Garden propoſed to be opened, 
and as' yet in, its infancy, is ſituated on the ſouth « 
ſide of Blackfriars» Bridge, in Higler's- Lane, Lam« 
beth Marſh, near the Magdalen Hoſpital, 


It le ſurrounded on two fides of It by water, 


which ebbs and flows with the tide, and which 
being let in, renders it very convenient for the 
growth of aquatics, 


It contains 500 Engliſh plants, 86 of which are 


graſſes ſtrictly fo called ; 100 officinal plants, or ſuch + 


as are uſed in phyſie ; and a conſiderable number of 
foreign plants ; all of which have in general grown 
and flowered as well, as if they had been more 
remotely fituated from London. | 


Sh | CONDITIONS 


. 


Ki 


CONDITIONS 


I. HAT the garden ſhall be kept in neat order, 


II. That the generic and trivial name of each 
plant from Linnzvs, as alſo the Engliſh name, 
ſhall be painted in legible characters, and affixed to 
each plant. 


III. That every endeavour ſhall be uſed, that it 
may contain, 1ſt. all the phyſical plants enumerated 
in the Materia Medica contained in Lewis's Di, 
penſatory, commonly called the New Diſpenſatory, 
with ſuch other plants as are of more modern intro- 
duction, excepting ſuch as require a hot-houſe : 
2d. all thoſe plants of known or reputed poiſonous 


qualities ; and 3d. all thoſe which are in general 


uſe for food. 


IV. That all the phyſical and catable plants now 
in general uſe, together with ſuch as are generally 
conſidered as poiſonous, ſhall be arranged together ; 

| and 
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and that thoſe which are ſeldom uſed in medicine, 
ſhall be diſtributed among the other plants of the 
garden, a part of the ſtick on which the letters are 
marked, affixed to ſuch plants, being painted yellow. 


V. That beſides the Linnæan and Engliſh name 
to be affixed to each officinal plant, the page and 
article in which the plant is to be found in that part 
of Lewis's Diſpenſatory which contains the Materia 
Medica, ſhall alſo be marked on the ftick : by this 


means the medical ſtudent notonly becomes acquain- 
ted with the Linnæan name, but likewiſe with the 
name by which it is kept in the ſhops, as alſo that 
of CaspAaR BAUHINE, with a conciſe account of 
the natural hiſtory, uſe, &c. of each plant. And 


it is recommended to ſuch medical ſtudents as wiſh | 
to acquire this neceſſary knowledge, to bind up ſe- 
parately the Materia Medica part of the ſaid Diſ- 


penſatory, that it may be more portable. 


To illuſtrate the intention of this plan, let us 
ſuppoſe that the ſtudent finds in the garden, among 


the phyſical plants, one with this ſuperſcription, 
Veronica Becabunga, p. 102, 4. 1. he then refers 
to 


* 
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1. he reads as follows. ** Becabunge ſeu Anagalli- 
Ait aquatice folia:: Veronica aquatice folio ſubre« 
i tune, Aeris. Bit Brookline, the leaves. 
CL. E.] This is a low plant, growing commonly 
in little rivulets and ditches of ſtanding water ; the 
en leaves remain all the winter, but are in greateſt 
i perfection in the ſpring. Their prevailing taſte is 
an herbaceous one, accompanied with a very 
4 flight bitteriſhneſs,” 


4 Recabunga has been ſuppoſed to have u ſaponas 
4 ceeus detergent virtue, and to attenuate viſeld hu- 
% mours without pungency or irritation, henes it 


„ha been directed in that ſpecies of Scurvy called. 


« hot, where the Cochlearim, and other acrid anti- 
« ſcorbutics, were ſuppoſe to be leſs proper, It is 
% now uſed only in compoſition with thoſe plants as 


* in the ſueci ſcorbutici, [L. E.] but does not per- 


« haps add much to their efficacy. If any virtue is 
i expected. from Becabunga, it ſhould be uſed 28 
food.? 


VI. That in lika manner the-Engliſh graſſes, and 
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and all thoſe plants generally uſed in Agriculture, 
' ſhall be diſpoſed together in a ſeparate quarter. 


VII. That every means ſhall be adopted to pro- 
cure as compleat a collection of Engliſh plants as can 
be made to grow, all of which ſhall be kept in quar 
ters diſtin from exotic ones. 


VIII. That juſtice may be done to the plants of 
our own country, and that theſe who viſit the gur 
den may ſee how much our gardens ate In general 
Inebted to them, it le propoſed to cultivate them in, 
all thelr varieties, including double flowers, 


IX. That as many foreign plants as poſſible, 
which bear this climate, ſhall be introduced, retain» 


ing for the ſake of diſtinctneſi, only one or two of 
each ſpecies. 


X. That the plants may be diſtinguiſhed by their 
ſeveral uſes, a part of the ſtick affixed to each, ſhall 
be painted of ſome diſtinguiſhing colour, as yellow 
for phyſic, blue for food, black for poiſon, red for 
dying, and green for agriculture or oeconomical , 
purpoſes. TT . = 


e) 
xl. That a convenient room ſituated in the Nr. 
den, ſhall be opened for the ſubſcribers to ſtudy in; 


and that duplicates of thoſe books which are node 
ſary for ſtudents, ſhall be there depoſiteet. 


+) 


XII. That the garden and library, ſhall be open 


for the uſe of ſubſcribers on four days in the week, 
viz. Tueſdays, Wedneſdays, Thurſdays, and Fridays, 
from fix in the morning till eight at night, 


XIII. That a catalogue of the garden ſhall be 


| publiſhed in March 1980, in which the plants will | 


be arranged alphabetically, with their Latin and 


Engliſh names, and their particular ſituations in the 
garden referred to, with a liſt of the ſubſcribers and 


contributors to the garden, to one of which each 


ſubſcriber will be intitled. 


XIV. That every ſubſcriber, on paying annually | 


the ſum of Two Guineas, ſhall be intitled to walk 


and ſtudy in the ſaid garden on the days above ſpeci- 


and be accompanied by any one per fon they chuſe. 


A book for entering the names of ſubſcribers is 


kept at the garden. Subſcriptions are alſo received by 


W. 
\ 


. 


eee 
W. Cunru, No. gt, Gracechurch» Street, 


No {peclmens wlowed but by permiſfion from the 
gardener, 


The garden to be opened tho 1ſt of January, 19796 1 
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